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NEW  BOOK  FEATURES  FIRST 
LITHUANIAN  COINS 


THE  STORY  OF  LITHUANIAN  HINT 
ENGRAVER  PETRUS  PLATINA 


A new  book  entitled  LIETUVOS 
DIDZIOSIOS  KUNIGAIKSTYSTES  LYDINIAI 
IR  MONETOS  NUO  138?  IKI  1A95  METU 
(The  Bars  and  Coins  of  the  Grand 
Duchy  of  Lithuania  Since  1387  Till 
The  Year  U95)  by  Eugenijus  Ivanau- 
skas  and  Mikelis  Balcius  has  been 
published  in  Vilnius  (199^). 

Printed  in  Lithuanian,  this  111 
page  book  contains  an  English  summary 
in  the  back.  It  is  highly  illustrated, 
with  clear  and  sharp  photographs  of 
the  very  first  Lithuanian  coins,  and 
illustrations  of  various  symbols 
found  upon  the  coins. 

The  book  is  highly  footnoted, 
and  utilizes  the  latest  historical 
and  archaeological  information  about 
these  early  Lithuanian  coins,  issued 
by  rulers  such  as  Kestutis,  Vytautas, 
Jogaila,  Algirdas,  etc. 

Because  of  recent  data,  serious 
numismatists  will  now  find  particular 


coins  being  attributed  to  new  rulers 
than  was  previously  thought. 

For  ordering  information,  see 
pg.  8. 


By  Eugenijus  Ivanauskas 
Kaunas,  Lithuania 

The  first  notice  of  Pietro  Platina/Petrus  Plattein/Piotr  Platina/ 
Petr  Platyna  can  be  found  in  the  document  compiled  by  Sigismund 
August,  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania,  on  October  15,  1571  which  says 
that  he  is  admitted  to  service  at  the  Vilnius  Mint,  and  his  salary 
is  fixed  at  80  threescores  of  Lithuanian  grasiai  per  year.  It  also 

AT  RIGHT: 

1580  Taler  (2nd 
Type)  of  die- 
sinker  Petrus 
Platina. 

SK-1233  p.  214. 


indicates  that  Petrus  Platina  started  working  at  the  mint  two  years 
before,  i.e.  i October  1569  or  at  the  end  of  the  said  year.  He 
was  granted  the  above  mentioned  favors  for  the  skills  and  keeness 
demonstrated  in  the  course  of  service.  This  leads  to  the  conclusion 
that  at  the  start  of  his  professional  career,  Petrus  Platina  was  a 
man  almost  or  totally  unknown  to  the  Sovereign  and  his  environ- 
ment. His  surname  testifies  him  to  be  a descendant  from  Italy — 
maybe  from  Mantua  which  ceretainly  must  have  impressed  the 
Sovereign  who  had  Italian  blood. 

The  duties  of  Petrus  Platina  in  the  closing  down  mint  remain 
unknown.  We  can  only  suppose  him  to  have  been  working  as  die 
sinker  together  with  Albert  Kerlein,  as  several  different  styles  of 
the  1570  double  pence  exist.  Moreover,  his  salary  corresponds  to 
the  income  of  die  sinkers. 

Subsequent  data  suggests  that  he  used  to  undertake  different 
work.  We  learn  from  the  letters  of  Sigismund  August  of  May  31, 
1571  to  Laurynas  Vaina,  treasurer  of  thee  court,  Lukasz  Gornicki, 
secreteary  and  Marcin  Podgorski,  servant,  that  Petrus  Platina  was 
ordered  to  get  ready  for  a journey  to  Tykocin  in  order  to  melt 
the  scrap  silver  accumulated  in  the  castle  and  bring  it  to  Vilnius. 

We  have  a good  basis  to  suspect  that  it  was  related  to 
the  organization  of  a coin  mint  in  the  annexed  Livonia,  as  the 
last  silver  coins  were  struck  at  the  Vilnius  Mint  in  1570.  As  far 
as  we  know,  the  Livonian  coin  mint  was  set  up  in  Dalholm  and 
coins  of  four  denominations,  dated  1572  and  1573,  were  struck 
there. 

The  money  was  used  to  pay  salaries  to  the  revolting  Piarnu 
garrison.  It  is  still  not  known  who  engraved  dies  for  the  said 
coins.  The  means  of  artistic  design  are  similar  to  the  creative 
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NEW  1 AND  10  LITAS 
BANKNOTES  ISSUED 


On  March  1,  the  Bank  of  Lith- 
uania released  the  final  denominations 
of  banknotes  in  its  plan  to  replace 
the  original  inferior-printed  lower 
denomination  1991  banknotes. 

The  new  notes  are  of  1 and  10 
Litu.  The  10  Litu  bears  a much  more 
eye-appealing  version  of  the  Darius- 
Girenas  design,  and  is  blue  in  color. 
Dated  1993,  the  serial  letters  start 
with  "KAA."  However,  some  "star" 
replacement  notes  have  appeared,  and 
have  been  sought  after  by  collectors. 

The  1 Litas  note  is  a new  denomi- 
nation, and  is  brown  in  color.  It 
features  the  image  of  Lithuanian 
folk-realism  writer  "Zemaite,"  whose 
real  name  was  Julija  Beniuseviciute- 
Zymantiene  (18^5-1921).  Her  pen  name 
did  not  include  the  letter  "J."  in 
front,  but  it  does  on  the  banknote. 
Critics  caught  that  mistake  fast. 

The  reverse  side  shows  a typical 
rural  Lithuanian  church  and  tower. 
This  note  is  the  only  one  of  the  new 
series  that  is  dated  199^,  and  also 
contains  the  signature  of  the  latest 
chairman  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania, 
Kazimieras  (Kazys)  Ratkevicius,  in 
addition  to  that  of  finance  minister 
Eduardas  Vilkelis. 

The  new  notes  were  produced  by 
Thomas  de  La  Rue  in  England,  and 
contain  the  new  embellished  Vytis 
emblem  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania 
in  the  watermark  area.  Numerous 
security  features  are  found  throughout 
the  notes,  including  various  types  of 
inks  which  glow  or  change  color  under 
ultraviolet  light,  and  a thin  security 
thread  stating  "LIETUVOS  BANKAS." 

With  the  issuance  of  the  1 Litas 
note,  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  announced 
that  it  was  withdrawing  from  circulat- 
ion the  1991-dated  cupro-nickel  1,  2, 
and  5 Litu  coins.  Those  denominations 
had  been  easily  confused  with  their 
centas  counterparts.  The  paper  1,  2, 
and  5 Litu  notes  are  the  first  issued 
of  those  denominations  by  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania  since  1922. 

There  is  still  no  word  on  when 
or  if  the  1991-dated  500  and  1,000 
Litu  denominations  will  be  released 
Into  circulation,  or  destroyed  and 
new  ones  orlnted. 
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'FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  by  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 

THE  NEW  SAVANORIU  HONOR  BADGE 


Along  with  the  restoration 
of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania  in 
1990-91  came  the  re-establishment 
of  the  Lithuanian  Armed  Forces. 
The  current  Lithuanian  Army 
consists  largely  of  three  infantry 
brigades  designated  as  the:  1) 
GELEZINIS  VILKAS  BRIGADOS 
(Iron  wolf  Brigade),  2)  PASIENIO 
APSAUGOS  TARNYBA  (Border 
Defense  Force),  and  3)  SAVANOR- 
ISKO  KRASTO  APSAUGOS  TARN- 
YBA (Volunteer  National  Defense 
Force). 

One  of  our  LNA  members, 
Henry  L.  Gaidis,  is  presently 
collecting  the  new  insignia, 
badges,  and  decorations  of  the 
Republic  of  Lithuania.  He  has 
written  us  a nice  letter  which 
explains  the  new  decorations, 
and  some  history  of  these  various 
brigades. 

This  month  we  are  featuring 
the  new  badges  of  the  SAVANOR- 
ISKO  KRASTO  APSAUGOS  TARN- 
YBA. Gaidis  writes, 

"Since  the  SAVANORIU 
(Volunteer)  were  the  first  to 
answer  the  call  for  troops  to 
defend  the  Republic  of  Lithuania 
in  1918,  it  is  fitting  that  the 
LNA  begin  publication  of  informa- 
tion about  new  military  insignia 
with  this  unit.  Just  as  the  first 
12,000  Lithuanian  volunteers  of 
1918  took  great  pride  in  being 
the  first  to  answer  their  nation's 
call  for  defense,  the  modern  day 
member  of  the  "SKAT"  (for 
short)  continues  their  tradition. 

Many  members  of  the 
current  SKAT  took  part  in  the 
bloody  January  13,  1991  struggle 
for  the  Vilnius  Television  Tower, 
the  defense  of  the  Parliament 
building,  and  the  surveillance  of 
Soviet  troops  until  they  were 
withdrawn  from  Lithuania.  Under 
new  statutes  of  the  Republic  of 
Lithuania,  the  SKAT  functions 
today  in  a similar  manner  to  the 
American  National  Guard  system. 
The  unit  is  composed  of  a profess- 
ional military  staff,  but  the  bulk 
of  its  members  are  classical 
civilian  soldiers,  standing  together 
in  the  defense  of  their  nation. 


LEFT:  Lietuvos  Kariuomenes  Kureju  Savanoriu  Sajunga  badge,  1927. 

CENTER:  Savanorisko  Krasto  Apsaugos  Tarnyba  badge,  1991. 

RIGHT:  SKAT  Beret  Cap  Badge,  designed  by  R.  Karpavicius  and  made  by 
the  firm  of  Petras  Garska,  Vilnius  (1993). 

Many  LNA  members  are  familiar  with  the  Savanoriu  Medal 
issued  by  the  Lithuanian  Government  in  1940  to  honor  the  first 
12,000  volunteers  who  served  during  the  War  of  Independence 
against  the  Red  Army,  Czarist  Russian-German  White  Army  of 
General  Bermondts,  and  the  newly  established  Army  of  the 

Republic  of  Poland.  These  men  were  the  bulwark  of  the  Lithuanian 

Army  which  stopped  the  invading  forces  of  these  armies  and 
allowed  Lithuania  to  become  independent. 

In  1927,  these  proud  veterans  formed  their  own  veterans 
organization:  the  Lietuvos  Kariuomenes  Kureju  Savanoriu  Sajunga, 
which  functioned  similarily  to  the  American  Legion  and  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars  in  the  U.S.  The  organization  issued  its  own 

membership  badge  which  was  worn  proudly  on  both  uniform  and 
civilian  dress.  The  Savanoriu  breast  badge  was  made  of  a German 
silver  type  metal  in  the  form  of  a three-armed  star  burst  with 
an  enamel  tri-colored  Lithuanian  center  overlapped  with  crossed 
swords  and  the  Columns  of  Gediminas  design.  The  enamel  tri-col- 
or center  is  reminiscent  of  the  cloth  shoulder  patch  worn  by 

the  first  Volunteers  when  called  to  duty.  (See  left  photo  above) 

The  present-day  SKAT,  which  follows  in  its  predecessor's 
image,  has  adopted  the  same  design  of  the  original  Savanoriu  as 
its  unit's  honr  breast  badge.  (See  center  photo  above)  The 
present  SKAT  Honor  Badge  was  designed  by  Lieutenant  Nerijus 
Treinys  in  1991,  and  is  manufactured  by  two  Lithuanian  firms. 
The  first  badges  were  made  by  the  firm  Gamino  UAB  Medalis, 
Kaunas,  and  thereafter  by  the  firm  of  Klaidos  Kombinatas  Dailes, 
in  Klaipeda. 

The  badges  made  by  these  two  firms  are  identical  and  can 
only  be  distinguished  by  their  screw  back  markings.  The  new 
badge  is  similar  to  its  original  design,  although  the  silver  three 
armed  sunburst  has  a black  enamel  center  and  the  crossed 
swords  appear  behind  the  tri-color  triangle.  These  badges  are 
worn  on  both  dress  and  field  uniforms  of  the  SKAT  and  command 
the  same  respect  among  the  Lithuanian  people  as  did  the  original. 

Also  illustrated  above  at  right  is  the  new  1993  beret  cap 
badge  featuring  a four-armed  oak  leave  cross  with  crossed 
swords  center,  and  a raised  Columns  of  Gediminas  on  the  top 
leaf.  This  beret  badge  is  worn  on  a maroon-red  beret  for  dress 
and  an  olive-green  beret  for  field.  " 

Gaidis  also  wrote  us  that  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet 

(Continued  next  page...) 


THE  STORY  OF  LITHUANIAN  MINT  ENGRAVER  PETRUS  P LATINA 
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arsenal  of  Petrus  Platina.  Thus  we  might  be  con- 
sidered to  have  been  the  author  of  the  imprints 
of  Livonian  coins  which  is  also  supported  by 
evidence  of  his  cooperation  with  Livonian  mints 
in  the  later  period. 

The  1577  counter  of  Laurynas  Vaina,  the 
land  treasurer,  as  well  as  stamps  used  for 
decoration  of  book  coveres  and  bindings  for 
books  witness  that  Petrus  Platina  did  not  give 
up  work  at  the  mint  even  after  the  death  of 
Sigismund  August.  His  devotion  to  work,  his 
merits  and  skills  were  not  forgotten  when 
Stephan  Bathory  became  Sovereign. 

On  June  27,  1579,  he  appointed  Petrus 
Platina  assayer  at  the  mint  and  listed  his 
duties  and  rights.  During  the  rule  of  this  sovere- 
ign, the  master  engraved  dies  for  all  the  Lithua- 
nian coins  and  most  of  the  Lithuanian  medals. 
He  also  provided  assistance  to  the  mint  of 
Mitau  and  engraved  dies  for  the  1586  Curonian 
3-grasis.  Almost  all  the  coins  were  marked 
with  the  sign  of  three,  two,  or  one  lilac  leaves. 
Some  of  the  medals  had  his  initials  as  well. 

After  the  death  of  Stephen  Bathory,  his 
activities  continued.  In  1588  he  engraved  dies 
for  the  Riga  ducats.  When  the  Vilnius  coin 
mint  started  opereating,  he  undertook  the 
duties  of  assayer  and  engraver  again.  At  the 

very  beginning,  Sigismund  IV  Vasa  was  inclined 
to  issue  coins  on  account  of  his  own  means. 

However,  he  did  not  reject  the  possibility  of 
using  private  capital  and  initiative.  This  did 
not  bring  about  any  positivie  results.  On  Septem- 
ber 14,  1591,  Dmitrijus  Chaleckis,  land  treasurer, 
leased  the  mint  of  Jokubas  Keniskis,  governor 
of  Vilnius  for  a period  of  one  year.  In  the 

privilege  granted  to  the  latter,  the  land  treasur- 
er indicated  that  the  mint  was  not  profitable. 

V 



ABOVE:  Markings  of  Petrus  Platina  on  coins. 

In  1591,  prospects  of  getting  back  the 
money  invested  in  the  assets  of  the  mint  being 
unclear,  Petrus  Platina  borrowed  245  threescores 
of  Lithuanian  grasis  from  the  funds  of  the 

mint.  Jonas  Isaikauskas,  manager  of  the  mint, 
who  had  encouraged  Petrus  Platina  to  borrow 
the  money  and  actually  lent  it,  changed  his 
mind  shortly  afterwards  and  ordered  to  arrest 
him  and  sequestrate  his  property  and  instru- 
ments. Moreover,  he  demanded  a fine  to  be 


paid  for  ths  undischarged  debt. 

The  assayer  applied  to  the  Sovereign  for  inter- 
cession and  sent  him  the  loan  agreement  document, 
as  well  as  a list  of  damages  incurred  during  his 
serevice  at  the  mint.  Sigismund  IV  Vasa  asked  Dmitri- 
jus Chaleckis  to  restore  the  assayer 's  property  to 
hirn  and  motivated  by  the  fact  that  Petrus  Platina 's 
claims  to  the  mint  had  a realistic  basis,  moreover, 
the  money  was  lent  from  the  cash  desk  of  the 
Sovereign,  not  the  manager  of  the  mint. 

The  Sovereign  also  promised  to  investigate  all 
the  claims  laid  on  his  treasury.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  Petrus  Platina  reteurned  to  the  mint.  It  most 
is  probable  that  his  claims  to  the  treasury  were 
partially  or  fully  recognized.  His  further  fate,  however, 
had  already  been  determined.  A profitable  position 
at  the  mint  was  sought  by  Johan  Dila,  goldsmith, 
acting  Leonas  Sapiegna,  chancellor,  and  Dmitrijus 
Chaleckis,  treasurer. 

After  his  return  to  the  mint,  Petrus  Platina 
started  to  mark  coins  with  the  sign  of  a rose 
blossom.  He  worked  there  until  the  beginning  of 
1593,  and  his  further  lot  is  unknown. 


NEW  SAVANORIU  HONOR  BADGE 

(Continued  from  page  3....) 

Colonel  Gacas,  the  founder  and  original  commanding 
officer  of  the  SKAT  during  his  1992  visit  to  Lithuan- 
ia. Through  his  efforts,  Gaidis  was  given  a tour  of 
the  SKAT  headquarters  building  in  Vilnius,  which  is 
affectionally  called  the  Lithuanian  Pentagon  Building, 
and  several  of  the  unit's  sites  around  the  city. 

Gaidis  reports  that  this  National  Guard  organiz- 
ation is  a worthy  successor  of  the  original  volunteers, 
and  its  members  are  of  the  highest  caliber.  As 
such  badges  become  available  to  collectors  in  the 
west,  they  will  find  a welcome  place  alongside  the 
original  Savanoriu  badges  and  medals.  We  hope  to 
feature  other  new  Lithuanian  army  insignia,  badges, 
medals  and  decorations  in  future  issues  of  The 
Knight. 
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The  official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association.  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR. 
Robert  J.  Douchis,  Columbia,  MD.,  DIRECTOR. 
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Bridges  Newsletter,  Gloucester,  VA 
Jerome  Norton,  Syosset,  NY 
James  Z.  Olson,  Seneca,  IL 
Joseph  V.  Palskis,  Webster,  NY 
James  Paper,  Simpsonville,  MO 
Frank  Passic,  Albion,  MICH 
Donald  Pickering,  Nashua,  NH 
Anne  Pridala,  Crown  Point,  IN 
Aleks.andras  Radzius,  Baltimore,  MD 
Ginger  Rapsus,  Oak  Lawn,  IL 
Ignas  Ropininkas,  Kaunas,  Lithuania 
Anthony  C.  Rutkas,  Fairfax,  VA 
Algirdas  Ruzgas,  Woodhaven,  NY 
Vincent  Samaska,  Chicago,  IL 
Judson  Saviskas,  Riverside,  CT 
George  Schumacher,  Vista,  CA 
Xavier  Servais,  Tournai,  Belgium 
Peter  Shulin,  Washington,  PA 
Sharon  Sienuta,  Arlington,  VA 
Gordon  Singer,  Greenbelt,  MO 
Tyge  Sondergaard,  Nr  Alslev,  Dennmark 
Alfonsas  Stanevicius,  Lynden,  Ont.  Ca 
Adolph  V.  Stankus,  Jr.  Gardnerville, 
Mel  Steinberg,  San  Anselmo,  CA 
Karl  Stephens,  Temple  City,  CA 
Anthony  Tumonis,  Tucson,  AZ 
Peter  Vaitkevicius,  Mukwonago,  WI 
Gediminas  Vaitkus,  Tijeras,  NM 
S.  Valatka,  Roselle,  NJ 
Raymond  Variakojis,  Rocky  River,  OH 
William  Velms,  Ansonia,  CT 
Eugene  Vidmantas,  Rochester,  NY 
Bank  of  Vilnius,  Vilnius,  Lithuania 
Mary  Kober,  Ft.  Washington,  NY 
Paul  Waichulaitis,  Waupaca,  WI 
World  Coin  News,  lola,  WI 
Kazmier  Wysocki,  Hackensack,  NJ 
Michael  Yanuskevich,  Nashua,  NH 


Edward  D.  Zemaitis,  Woodhaven,  NY 
Anne  Zichko,  Fishkill,  NY 
Victor  Zilaitis,  Sun  City  Center,  FL 
K.  Paul  Zygas,  Tempe,  AZ 


LNA  TO  MEET  AT  ANA  IN 
DETROIT  ON  SATURDAY.  JULY  50 

We  have  scheduled  a meeting 
of  our  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association  tentatively  for  Satur- 
day, July  30  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Convention 
in  Detroit!  This  is  our  first 
general  LNA  meeting  in  several 
years  and  (its  about  time)  we 
are  looking  forward  to  seeing 
our  LNA  members  and  friends  at 
the  ANA  Convention  in  Detroit 
July  27-31. 

Consult  the  official  ANA 
program  for  actual  time  and 

place  of  the  meeting  But  your 

editor,  Frank  Passic,  will  be 
there,  along  with  other  LNA 
members.  We  hope  to  see  some 
Lithuanian  exhibits  in  the  educatio- 
nal display  section,  too,  and  encou- 
rage our  members  to  participate. 

So  be  sure  and  come  to  our 


LNA 

meeting,  and 

meet 

our 

fellow 

members,  as 

well  as 

bring 

your 

friends.  The 

speaker 

and 

topic 

will  be  announced  in 

the 

program. 

However,  feel  free  to  bring 
items  from  your  collection  to 
buy-sell-trade,  as  well  as  material 
to  talk  about. 

If  anyone  would  like  to 
help  yours  truly  with  the  meeting, 
let  me  know.  I would  like  to 
have  some  Lithuanian  refreshments 
such  as  a Napoleonas  Torte  and 
need  someone  to  handle  that 
aspect. 

I will  be  at  the  ANA  conve- 
ntion until  appox.  3 pm  i each 
day,  and  then  all  day  on  Sat  & 
Sun.  SEE  YOU  IN  DETROIT. 
— Frank  Passic 


BY 


Lithuanian 

NUMISMATIC 

DICTIONARY 


Jonas  K.  Karys 

English  Translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 


Continued  from  last  issue.. 


KIAUNE/Marten.  A predatory  land  animal  of  the  weasel  family.  Two  types  of 
propogated  for  ages  in  Lithuania.  The  wild  or  wood  marten  (mustela  feina)  and 
the  so-called  black  or  savle  (mustela  zibellina).  Beautiful  and  expensive 
furs  of  these  animals  were  appreciated  even  in  the  dim  past.  Our  knights, 
dukes  and  princes  collected  them  by  taxes,  organized  hunts  for  them,  and 
would  deposit  the  hides  in  their  treasury,  just  as  leaders  of  other  nations 
would  save  precious  meteals  and  other  valuables.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
middle  ages,  marten  pelts  became  commodities  in  exchange  and  by  degrees 
assumed  the  status  of  "money."  "Pelt  money."  *r0  of  them  became  a constituent 
unit;  in  due  time,  the  sabal  became  predominant.  Foundered  silver  chops  in 
the  10th  and  11th  centuries  finally  relegated  pelt  money  back  to  its  sphere 
of  natural  usage.  There  the  marten  held  a place  for  about  500  years,  and  in 
the  l6th  century  finally  disappeared.  Just  as  it  was  very  highly  regarded  in 
Lithuania  earlier,  so  was  the  sable  fur  esteemed  in  its  final  days,  e.g.  in 
1522,  when  the  city  of  Vilnius  was  revizing  its  assessments  from  pelt  money 
to  the  silver  standard,  one  pelt  was  reckoned  at  12  grasiai. 


the  marten  family  of  interest  to  us  havf 


KIJEVISKES  MONETOS/Kiev's  Coins.  A.  In  general,  all  historical  coins  Kiaune.  Sen.  lietuviq  “piniginis  zverelis”. 
produced  at  any  time  in  Kiev.  B.  The  silver  dengas  issued  for  the  Kiev  Duchy 

by  Lithuania's  Dukes,  struck  for  that  municipality  with  Slavic  inscriptions  and  appropriate  symbols  of  a local 
nature.  They  were  struck  by:  1.  Vladimir,  son  of  Algirdas,  who  ruled  Kiev  and  its  surrounding  lands  (at  the  pleasure 
of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania)  in  the  second  half  of  the  Uth  century.  2.  Likewise,  Romanas,  ruler  of  Kiev,  grandson 
of  Algirdas,  at  the  beginning  of  the  15th  century.  Both  Vladimir's  and  Romanas'  Kiev  coins  weighed  an  average  of  0.60 


Lietuvos  kunigaikSciu  Kijeve  monetos:  1,  Vladimiro  Algirdaicio;  2,  Ro- 
mano (su  totoriii  tamga  vard.  puses  centre). 


gr.  On  some  of  their  issues  on  the  obverse  appeared  a Tatar  symbol,  which  acknowledged  that  Kiev  and  the  entire  pro- 
vince, at  one  time  or  other,  was  paying  the  Kipchak  CHans  one  type  of  tribute  or  another.  In  137**,  Algirdas  had  driven 
the  Tatars  completely  away  from  Kiev,  but  after  the  battle  of  Vorksla,  that  province  again  fell  under  the  influence  of 
the  Tatars  for  some  time. 

KILOGRAMAS/Kilogram.  (abbreviated  kg.).  A unit  of  mass  and  weight  in  the  metric  system,  equalling  1000  grams. 

"KIPER  VIPER."  (German,  Kipper  und  Wipper)  Coins  and  their  era  of  depreciation  in  Europe.  From  the  nomenclature 
alone  one  can  see  that  such  depreciation  occurred  with  motives  far  from  altrustic.  In  addition,  fraud  played  an  evil 
part.  At  the  end  of  the  l6th  century,  a shortage  of  small  coins  became  painfully  apparent  in  the  German  states.  Lacking 
sufficient  free  silver,  the  rulers  of  German  states  rushed  to  melt  talers  and  other  valuable  silver  coins,  mixing  in 
copper  to  assure  themselves  of  an  appropriate  profit,  and  struck  of  this  diluted  mixture,  many  more  small  coins  than 
inhered  in  the  larger  ones.  Monetary  speculation  flourished.  The  1590  taler,  valued  at  68  kreisters  by  1611,  jumped  to 
90.  Silver  merchants  for  mints,  searching  for  coins  among  the  public,  would  pay  in  the  diluted  coins,  weighing  one  and 
the  other  , even  balancing  their  scales  in  their  own  favor.  In  accord  with  the  fraudulent  methods,  people  termed  their 
swindlers  "kippers"  and  "vipers,"  and  their  diluted  money,  "kiper  and  viper"  currency. 

These  and  other  prenicious  monetary  conditions  were  especially  oppressive  to  the  Germans  of  the  period  1619-22. 
Many  of  these  mints,  created  as  though  to  compete  with  each  other,  prepared  constantly  depreciating  coins  for  the 
rulers,  restriking  earlier  coins  already  depleted.  The  price  of  the  taler  in  relationship  to  these  socalled  coins  rose 
constantly,  and  reached  even  1000  kreitsers.  Farm  products  increased  in  cost  tremendously.  Husbandmen  refused  to  sell 
their  food,  merchants  began  to  close  their  stores.  Finally,  by  means  of  taxes  and  assessments  and  other  ways,  the 

(Continued  next  issue...) 


7. 

THE  REINCARNATION  OF  THE  TALONAS  NOTES  AS  TOILET  PAPER 

.[The  following  rather  humorous  article  appeared  in  the  March  11,  199^  issue  of  RESPUBLIKA,  pg.  5,  and  Is  translated 


into  English  by  Aleksandras  Radzius.  CNN  news  also  carried  the 
the  term  "sheets  of  currency"  now  has  an  alternate  meaning...] 

By  Julius  Girdvainis 

Yesterday,  an  armored  truck  belonging  to  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania,  and  escorted  by  officials  of 
the  bank  and  a cashier  with  a machine  gun,  drove 
onto  the  grounds  of  the  Grigiskiai  paper  factory. 
According  to  the  Director  of  the  Department  of 
Disbursements,  Raimundas  Spruntulis,  such  precaut- 
ions are  necessary  since  the  "happy  forest  crea- 
tures" are  still  negotiable  currencies. 

Almost  two  tons  of  the  former  transitional 
currency  were  placed  on  the  conveyor  belt  ahead 
of  the  piles  of  scrap  paper  and  dumped  into  agiant 
vat  of  brownish  boiling  and  churning  water.  The 
transitional  money  dumped  from  bags  will  soak 
and  be  transported  through  pipes  to  scrubbers, 
will  be  dried  and  after  being  pulverized  will  end 
up  in  a paper  factory.  The  second  life  of  the 
Talonas  currency  will  be  toilet  paper!! 

The  Commercial  Director  of  the  Grigiskiai 
factory,  Donatas  Juknevicius,  thinks  that  the  talonas 
notes,  which  were  printed  on  bleached  cellulose 
paper  by  the  Kaunas  factory  Raideje,  are  most 
suitable.  From  the  two  tons  of  the  "happy  forest 
creatures"  about  1,800  kilograms  of  the  very  neces- 
sary product  will  be  produced.  (One  wonders  what 
the  nation  will  call  them?).  Besides  toilet  paper, 
to  date,  the  Grigiskiai  paper  factory  produced 
only  paper  blankets  for  hospitals.  In  the  opinion 
of  D.  Juknevicius,  it  will  be  much  more  difficult 
with  the  worn-out  litai  notes — they  do  not  dissolve 
easily  in  water. 

The  bags  of  notes  were  slowly  emptied  into 

the  vat.  From  one — 35,000.  From  another 65,000 

talonia  value  0.5  talonas  notes.  According  to  R. 
Spuntulis,  80  more  loads  of  notes  are  under  guard 
at  the  Bank  of  Lithuania,  i.e.  150  tons.  However, 
the  godfather  of  the  talonas  notes,  ex-premier  G. 
Vagnorius,  did  not  attend  the  first  funeral  of  the 
fractional  denomination  talonas  notes. 

On  July  29,  1991,  by  decree  of  the  government 
of  Lithuania,  talonai  became  legal  tender.  The 
fractional  denominationnotes:  0.10,  0.20,  and  0.50 
notes  were  taken  out  of  circulation  and  taken  to 
the  Bank  of  Lithuania  during  the  month  of  April, 
1992,  in  all,  5 billion,  42A  million,  500  thousand  in 
talonas  value. 

To  make  it  easier  to  take  higher  denomination 
high  denomination  talonas  notes  out  of  circulation, 
safeguard  them,  and,  eventually  destroy  them,  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  had  decided  on  January  18  to 
destroy  the  fractional  denomination  talonas  notes. 

However,  not  all  will  be  destroyed,  since  the 
uncirculated  notes  will  continue  to  be  safeguarded 
as  numismatic  collectibles.  The  Directors  of  the 


story  on  international  television  in  early  April.  Perhaps 


Dumping  Talonas  notes  into  the  vat. 

Bank  of  Lithuania  will  decide  how  the  notes  which 
still  smell  of  the  printers  dyes,  will  be  made 

available  to  collectors. 

Lithuania  pegs 

litas  to  US  dollar 

From  American  Baltic  News  & Radio  Free  Europe 

On  March  30,  Prime  Minister  Adolfas  Slezev- 
icius  announced  that  Lithuania's  currency,  the 
litas,  would  be  pegged  to  the  U.S.  dollar  at 
the  rate  of  A litai  per  dollar  beginning  on 
April  1,  199A.  Exporters  advocated  a lower  rate 
of  around  A. 2 to  make  their  products  more 

attractive  to  foreign  buyers,  while  economists 
suggested  a rate  of  3.8  to  3.9. 

This  action  implements  the  "Stability  of 
the  Litas"  law  which  was  passed  by  the  Seimas 
on  March  17.  Lithuania's  Seimas  had  voted  62 
to  37  with  3 abstentions  to  pass  the  law  which 
required  the  government  to  choose  a specific 
hard  currency  to  which  the  litas  would  be  tied 
at  a fixed  exchange  rate.  The  government 
selected  the  U.S.  dollar  as  the  hard  currency 
to  which  the  litas  would  be  pegged. 

The  law  giving  the  government  and  not  the 

Bank  of  Lithuania  the  authority  to  fix  the 

exchange  rate  prompted  the  resignation  of 
Economics  Minister  Julius  Veselka,  who  opposed 
the  law. 
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LITHUANIAN 


NUMISMATlS  FEATURED 


The  January-February  199'i 
issue  of  the  magazine,  LITHUANIA 
IN  THE  WORLD  featured  a colorful 
and  lengthy  article  by  Arunas 
Brazauskas  entitled  "Money:  From 


Furski 

ns  to 

Banknotes. 

It 

1 

pp. 

lA-19. 

This 

excellent 

ove 

rview 

is  a 

great 

way 

to  lear 

n 

about 

the  L 

ithuani 

an 

monetary 

hi 

story 

while 

flying 

on 

Lithuani 

lan 

Air- 

lines. 

the 

CO- 

sponsor 

of 

the 

public 

ation. 

The  front 

cover 

of 

the 

magazine  showed  colorful  1991 
dated  banknotes  cleverly  stacked 
in  pyramid  form  (how  did  they  do 
that  without  the  notes  folding). 
Color  photographs  of  Lithuania 
silver  bars,  kapos,  and  even  a 
hoard  of  9,000  medieval  Lithuani- 
an coins  were  illustrated  in  the 
article. 

Write:  Lithuania  in  the 
World,  Du  Ka  Ltd,  T.  Vrubleviskio 
6,  Vilnius,  Lithuania  2600. 


10. 


LETTERS 

Concerning  the  interesting  article  in  the 
Jan-Feb  1994  issue  about  the  blank,  unstruck 
10  litu  planchet:  About  25  years  ago  I bought 
in  a coin  auction  in  Germany  (Michael  Zeller, 
Lindau),  two  special  10  Litu  coins  which  I still 
have  in  my  collection. 

One  of  them  is  like  the  one  described  by 
Mr.Passic  in  the  above  mentioned  article.  The 
other  is  a 1936  plain  edge  pattern,  with  the 
obverse/reverse  positions  turned  180  degrees  to 
each  other. 

In  my  opinion,  such  information  brings 
further  perspectives  and  joy  into  the  various 
items  presented  in  The  Knight.  Instead  of 
keeping  curiousities  in  your  collection  dark, 
please  tell  LNA  members  here  about  them,  to 
raise  the  fineness  of  our  common  hobby. 

— Tyge  Sondergaard,  Nr.  Alslev,  DENNMARK 


I would  like  to  explain  to  you  what  I 
know  about  our  relationship  to  Dr.  Jonas 
Basanavicius.  My  father  told  me  that  the  Dr. 
was  his  uncle.  My  father  was  also  named 
Jonas.  After  my  father  died  (he  was  killed  in 
the  mines),  my  mother  talked  about  the  Dr. 
and  here  is  what  she  told  me:  I was  a teenager 
then,  but  I can  still  remember  it. 

In  1913,  I don't  remember  if  the  month 
was  mentioned,  I wasn't  there  at  the  time. 
Anyway,in  1913,  the  Dr.  came  to  the  USA  to 
see  the  President  (I  think  mother  said  it  was 
Wilson)  for  financial  aid  for  Lithuania.  After 
his  visit  in  Washington,  D.C.,  he  stopped  in 
Edwardsville,  PA  to  see  all  his  relatives.  There 
was  Vincent  and  his  family,  Vincent  was  my 
father's  brother.  Then  there  was  Magdaline  my 
father's  sister.  They  all  lived  in  Edwardsville,  a 
town  near  Wilkes-Barre,  PA. 

The  Dr.  stopped  at  Magdalines  house  and 
had  a family  reunion.  My  mother  said  that  the 
three  of  them  called  him  uncle.  By  the  way, 
my  mother  said  there  was  a striking  resemblan- 
ce between  Vincent  and  the  Dr.  They  both 
wore  the  same  kind  of  beards.  My  father  was 
clean-shaven. 

Julia  A.  Busanovich  [Basanavicius] 

Philadelphia,  PA. 


Dealer  in 

Quality  Rare  Coins 

Karl  Stepbeps, 

Karl  Stephens 

President 

Ipc. 

Post  Office  Box  458 

ANA  57209 

Temple  City,  Ca.  91780  818-445-8154 

I would  like  to  see  The  Knight  exceed  the 
100th  issue,  sort  of  a milestone  along  the  way. 
And  since  Lithuania  is  independent,  maybe  it  will 
have  a long  life.  With  many  subscribers  and  readers' 
imput,  I cannot  but  realize  that  it  will  happen. 

Peter  Shulin,  Washington,  PA. 

WANT/FOR  SALE  ADS 

FOR  SALE:  I am  selling  my  Kiev-Ukraine, 
and  Moscow  obsolete  transportation  tokens  at 
$4.00  each.  Also  I have  many  contemporary  Lith- 
uanian medals  for  sale.  Write  for  a listing.  Victor 
Zilaitis,  2018  Heathfield  Circle,  Sun  City  Center, 
FL  33573. 

FOR  SALE:  The  following  Lithuanian  numisma- 
tic BOOKS:  Lietuvos  Didziosios  Kunigaikstystes 
Numizmatika,  by  Stasys  Sajauskas  and  Domininkas 
Kaubrys;  Monetos  Pasakoja,  by  Zenonas  Duksa; 
Radviliu  Medaliai,  by  Vincas  Ruzas;  and  Lietuvos 
Ordinai,  Medaliai,  Ir  Zenkleliai  1918-1940,  by  Algi- 
mantas  Astikas. 

Also  the  following  Lithuanian  banknotes:  Pick- 
7,  Nov.  1922  1 Centas  UNC;  P-7  1 Centas  obverse 
uniface  "Pavyzdys-bevertis"  specimen;  P-7  Reverse 
uniface  with  green  wreath  background  printing 
only;  P-8  2 Cental  1922,  XF  and  VF;  P-8  2 Cental 
obverse  uniface  "Pavyzdys-bevertis"  specimen;  P-9 
Nov.  1922  5 Cental,  reverse  "Pavyzdys-bevertis," 

with  background  print  only  on  obverse  side;  P-9  5 
Cental  printer's  proof  reverse  uniface,  with  extra 
8mm.  margin  on  top;  P-10  10  Centu  XF-AU;  P-11 
Nov.  1922  20  Centu  XF;  P-47a  1991  10  Litu  without 
dot  UNC;  P-47b  as  before,  but  with  dot  UNC; 
P-50  1991  100  Litu  UNC;  P-53  1994  1 Litas  UNC; 
P-54  1993  2 Litai  UNC;  P-55  1993  5 Litai  UNC; 
P-56  1993  10  Litu  UNC,  also  1 "star"  note.  1990 
Vilnius  "Plasta"  factory  scrip.  Frank  Passic,  900 
S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224 

FOR  SALE:  Custom  Capital  Plastic  holder 
for  set  of  1925,  1936,  1938  Lithuanian  coins.  $25. 
Only  a few  left!  Also  1991  Lithuanian  Mint  Sets 
$75.  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture,  6500 
S.  Pulaski  Rd.,  Chicago,  IL  60629. 


(212)365-6661 
FAX  (212)  349-1743 


DMITRY  MARKOV 

COIMS  A MEDALS 

* Ancient 

* Medieval 

* Islamic 

* Russian 

P O BOX  950 

NEW  YORK.  N Y.  10272 


